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ALCOHOL AND DRUG AUTHORITY AMENDMENT BILL 2014 
Consideration in Detail 

Clause 1: Short title — 
Mr R.H. COOK: I understand that debate on the short title of a bill is always vexed and it seems to expand and 
contract when it comes to what members are prepared to discuss in the scope of the short title of a bill. It is 
probably an appropriate point to look at why the government has decided to call this bill the Alcohol and Drug 
Authority Amendment Bill. One of the things that this bill does is eliminate the Drug and Alcohol Office as 
a statutory authority. It will cease to exist as a result of the passage of this bill. I am a little unsure why we are 
passing a bill for an act to be called the Alcohol and Drug Authority Amendment Act when we are simply 
folding the entity—the Drug and Alcohol Office—into the Mental Health Commission. This is not a policy issue 
but a machinery of government issue. It is not clear to me why we are passing the Alcohol and Drug Authority 
Amendment Bill when we are making an amendment to what is essentially the Mental Health Commission. I am 
unsure why the bill is titled as such and not the mental health amendment bill, for instance. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The purpose, as everyone is aware, is to transfer the Drug and Alcohol Office into the 
Mental Health Commission. The Alcohol and Drug Authority Act will remain intact. Its provisions relating to 
drugs and alcohol will remain in place. We are amending the overall act to simply take out the office and put in 
the Mental Health Commission. We will still have mental health legislation and we will still have alcohol and 
drugs legislation. The Alcohol and Drug Authority Act will have the section relating to the Drug and Alcohol 
Office removed because it will become part of the Mental Health Commission. It is logical when we think about 
it. 
Mr R.H. COOK: The mechanics of this bill will essentially become non-existent once the transition period 
commences. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: No, this legislation will still remain relevant in terms of provisions relating to alcohol and 
drugs, but it will not contain references to the Drug and Alcohol Office because it would have been transferred 
into the Mental Health Commission through this mechanism. We will still have this piece of legislation relating 
to alcohol and drugs and we will still have mental health legislation, but they will be in one body 
administratively. 
Mr R.H. COOK: Is it intended that there will be an entity called the alcohol and drug authority? 
Mr C.J. Barnett: No, there will not. 
Mr R.H. COOK: But we will still have the drug and alcohol — 
Mr C.J. Barnett: It will be renamed, as per clause 6, the Alcohol and Other Drugs Act. It will not relate to an 
authority because the authority has gone. It becomes part of the Mental Health Commission. 
Mr R.H. COOK: Was that an interjection? 
Mr C.J. Barnett: Yes, it sure was. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr N.W. Morton): You still have three minutes and 40 seconds. 
Mr C.J. Barnett: It has never held the member for Kwinana back before; I am sure he can do it. 
Mr R.H. COOK: I will do my best. Essentially, the Premier is saying that this bill does two things: it provides 
for the elimination of the Drug and Alcohol Office and in doing so it triggers transitional arrangements, which 
will ultimately lead to the portion of the Drug and Alcohol Office previously — 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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